MEDIA RELEASE (Issued by The Irish Field)

COULD QUEEN ELIZABETH HAVE A PUNCHESTOWN WINNER?

AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW: Leo Powell (Managing Editor), Mark Costello (Deputy Editor) and Sascha Geraghty (Journalist)

The five-day Punchestown Festival of jump racing starts next Tuesday afternoon and many of the top horses seen in action at Cheltenham, Fairyhouse and Aintree in recent weeks are expected to once again do battle as the season comes to a close. Adding an extra dimension to Punchestown’s Gold Cup next Wednesday, however, is the likely presence of Barbers Shop, a horse owned by Queen Elizabeth II. He will be the first Royal runner at the meeting is almost 100 years and will have an Irish jockey on his back in Barry Geraghty.

DISCUSSION POINTS

· Approximately 100,000 people are expected to attend the Punchestown races
· Punters at the course will bet about €10 million with the bookmakers and over €3 million with the Tote
· The Festival is estimated to be worth in the region of €70 million to the local economy
· Perennial top jockey Ruby Walsh will miss this year’s Festival having broken his arm at Aintree last Saturday
· Among the top horses expected to run at Punchestown are Denman and Sizing Europe.
· Michael O’Leary’s best horse War Of Attrition will go into retirement at Punchestown while old favourite Hardy Eustace is coming out of retirement for one last race!
· Punchestown is also an important event on Ireland’s social calendar. The fashion stakes are high and the racecourse is certain to be littered with celebrities. 
Published every Saturday, this week’s The Irish Field is sure to be another winner.
-ENDS-
NOTE TO EDITOR/PRODUCER:
 
To arrange an interview with Leo Powell, Managing Editor of The Irish Field and for further information please contact Jamie Leonard in the Circulation and Marketing Department of The Irish Field on 087-2187206 or jleonard@theirishfield.ie. Alternatively, you can contact Leo directly on 087-2558587.
 

